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figures sculptured on the face of the rock, in the differ-
ent compartments of the cave.

Lastly, we enjoyed the society of a gentleman of the
civil service, high in office under the East India Com-
pany; and the only drawback which we experienced in
his case, was the necessity he was under of going across
after breakfast to Bombay, where his business kept him
till an hour or so before dinner. A shout of joy from
old and young always hailed his most welcome return;
and as the time approached, many an anxious eye was
turned towards the mouth of the cave, happy to be the
first to catch a glimpse of his tall figure on the bright
sky. As I name no names, and make no allusions but
such as will be understood by those only whom they
will not offend, I may be allowed to say, in passing, that
in beating up the world since, pretty briskly, I have
rarely, if ever, met, even separately, persons so estimable
in all respects, as many of those who were here collected
in the Elephanta cave, expressly to make themselves
agreeable to one another. There can be no doubt,
in most cases, and little doubt in any case, that time,
distance, and totally different duties and occupations in
life, estrange man from man, and by gradually diluting
friendships into acquaintances, eventually obliterate,
or nearly so, all recollection of the closest intimacies.
But there are instances, and this Elephanta picnic is
one of them, in which, by a strange and pleasing mental
process, the recollection is not only kept warm, but is
even improved in its temperature by time. At all
events, the more I have seen of the rest of the world,
the more sensible I have become to the merits of the
delightful friendships of that day, and the more truly I
have felt attached to them, although the correspondence
which has since passed between us hardly deserves the
name.

It makes me sigh, indeed, to think how busy death
has been with some of the members of that party,
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